Shell to further power progress on the Global Vehicle Trust OX : the inventive flatpack truck
Shell is collaborating with Gordon Murray Design to make this mission happen
Shell has announced that it will commission a
pre-production prototype of the world’s first
flat-pack truck and it will take this truck to
India, which is home to almost 18% of the
world’s population1. The ‘OX to India’ mission
will showcase the capabilities of the vehicle
for bringing low-cost all-terrain mobility to
rural communities in developing countries.
The ‘OX to India’ mission is a partnership
between Shell and Gordon Murray Design
(GMD), working in close alignment with the
Global Vehicle Trust (GVT). This represents a
crucial development stage of the vehicle,
which was officially launched in 2016.

OX_The world's first flat pack truck with Professor Gordon Murray, Executive
Chairman, GMD, Huibert Vigeveno, Executive Vice President, Shell Global
Commercial and Sir Torquil Norman, founder of GVT (left to right)

Shell will fund a bespoke prototype OX to take to India and will set up an outreach programme once the
vehicle is in India. The vehicle will be re-engineered and built by GMD, and flat-packed for shipment to India
in the later part of 2018.
The OX, based on GMD’s flexible iStream® technology, will run exclusively on Shell fluids including Shell
Rimula, a hard-working and high-performing diesel engine oil designed to help heavy duty and light duty
engines to run efficiently in demanding conditions.
“Shell is eager to play a role alongside others in developing and promoting mobility solutions in developing
regions. The OX to India demonstration will see the concept validated and discussed on the ground in a real
world setting. We know limited mobility in hard-to-reach communities in developing economies can restrict
access to basic services, and can limit the effectiveness of efforts to improve the quality of life. The OX has the
potential to broaden access to transport possibilities and all the resulting benefits that come with this,” said
Huibert Vigeveno, Executive Vice President, Shell Global Commercial.
The OX is designed to carry a payload of 1,900kg (approximately twice the capacity of most current pickups), which could include everyday necessities, medical supplies, building and agriculture materials. It can
seat up to 13 people. The vehicle was envisioned by entrepreneur and philanthropist Sir Torquil Norman and
designed by renowned automotive engineer Professor Gordon Murray.
Other innovative features of the OX include:
• Lightweight, rugged and durable design to maximise payload for goods and people
• Low cost, simple maintenance through accessible components and fewer parts
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•

Designed for self-assembly, supplied fully assembled or flat-packed for easy shipping and local assembly

Sir Torquil Norman, founder of GVT said: “I’m so pleased to welcome Shell aboard the OX project and for
sharing GVT's vision that this remarkable and versatile vehicle will provide a transformation in affordable
mobility for so many people where the need is most acute. With Shell taking the OX to India we can
demonstrate its capability in a key market, which will help attract long-term production partners.”
Professor Gordan Murray, Executive Chairman, GMD said: “After our highly successful co-engineering Shell
Concept Car programme with Shell, it is exciting to be once again working with Shell on the next phase of
this extremely important and ground-breaking project. The OX is one of our most important engineering
designs and it is certainly the vehicle of which I am most proud of, as its disruptive design has the potential
to change the current mobility model and with Shell’s vision this vehicle could go on to improve so many
people’s lives.”
Recognising the need for sustainable, cleaner and more energy efficient transportation solutions, Shell is
collaborating and co-engineering a number of projects. In 2016, Shell partnered with Gordon Murray to coengineer the Shell Concept Car – an ultra-efficient city vehicle that, compared to a typical city car, uses 34%
less primary energy over its entire lifetime. Shell is also partnering with AirFlow Truck Company to develop a
new hyper-fuel mileage Class 8 truck known as the Starship. Its aerodynamic design will seek to demonstrate
improvements in fuel economy for while lowering CO2 emissions.
-End-
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Shell Lubricants Global:
Mary B. Walsh, +32478402938, mary.walsh@shell.com
Yashidha Kumari, +65 6390 7345, y.sevakumar@shell.com
Gordon Murray Design Limited:
Sarah Smith, +44 (0) 1483 484700, sarah.smith@gordonmurraydesign.com
Global Vehicle Trust:
Ed Callow, PFPR Communications, +44 (0)1622 766520, ed.callow@pfpr.com
Notes to Editors:
• 1Source: United Nations, World Population Prospects: The 2017 Revision
• Link to images of OX: https://www.flickr.com/photos/royaldutchshell/albums/72157671223809135
• The OX’s revolutionary nature extends beyond the vehicle design because, uniquely, it is capable of being
flat-packed within itself, enabling it to be transported more efficiently around the world. It takes three
people less than six hours to create the flat pack in the UK prior to shipping, and six of these flat packs
can be shipped within a 40ft high-cube container. Assembly labour is transferred to the importing country,
where local professional companies will be employed to assemble and maintain the finished vehicles.
Three skilled people can put an OX together in approximately 12 hours.
• The overall vehicle length is far shorter than a large SUV, and yet it can carry a payload of 1900kg
(approximately twice the capacity of most current pick-ups) with a load volume of 9.0 m3. Based on EU
size guidelines, it can seat up to 13 people or carry eight 44-gallon drums or three Euro-pallets. Figures
are based upon production targets.
• For more information visit: http://oxgvt.com/
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Royal Dutch Shell plc is incorporated in England and Wales, has its headquarters in The Hague and is listed on the London,
Amsterdam, and New York stock exchanges. Shell companies have operations in more than 70 countries and territories with
businesses including oil and gas exploration and production; production and marketing of liquefied natural gas and gas to liquids;
manufacturing, marketing and shipping of oil products and chemicals and renewable energy projects. For further information,
visit www.shell.com.
About Gordon Murray Design Limited
Gordon Murray Design Limited is a British company operating from Shalford, Surrey. The Company is recognised as a world leader
in automotive design and reverses the current industry trend for sub-contracting by having a complete in-house capability for design,
engineering, prototyping and development. The Company is compact and focused and undertakes automotive and other engineering
programmes in an efficient and innovative way. For more information please visit www.gordonmurraydesign.com.
The iStream® technology is a complete rethink and redesign of the traditional automotive manufacturing process and could potentially
be the biggest revolution in high volume manufacture since the Model T. Development. The process began over 15 years ago and it
has already won the prestigious ‘Idea of the Year’ award from Autocar who were given privileged access in order to make their
assessment. The simplified assembly process means that the manufacturing plant can be designed to be 20% of the size of a
conventional factory. This could reduce capital investment in the assembly plant by approximately 80%. Yet the flexibility of this
assembly process means that the same factory could be used to manufacture different variants. The iStream® design process is a
complete re-think on high volume materials, as well as the manufacturing process and will lead to a significant reduction in full lifecycle
CO2. For more information please visit www.istreamtechnology.co.uk
About the Global Vehicle Trust
In 2010, Sir Torquil Norman founded the Global Vehicle Trust (GVT) to pursue his ambition to help people in the developing world
by providing cost-effective mobility for all. The GVT subsequently briefed renowned automotive designer Professor Gordon Murray
on a unique humanitarian programme to create a revolutionary lightweight truck. As part of an aid programme, the Global Vehicle
Trust OX could provide an essential element of infrastructure to enable the local population to raise the community’s standard of living,
and to assert its independence by gaining control of its transportation needs and costs.
Sir Torquil Norman is a former pilot, banker, company executive and toy manufacturing entrepreneur. He is a passionate
philanthropist, and is chiefly responsible for the rescue and renovation of The Roundhouse in Camden, north London.

Cautionary note
The companies in which Royal Dutch Shell plc directly and indirectly owns investments are separate legal entities. In this press release
“Shell”, “Shell group” and “Royal Dutch Shell” are sometimes used for convenience where references are made to Royal Dutch Shell
plc and its subsidiaries in general. Likewise, the words “we”, “us” and “our” are also used to refer to Royal Dutch Shell plc and
subsidiaries in general or to those who work for them. These terms are also used where no useful purpose is served by identifying the
particular entity or entities. ‘‘Subsidiaries’’, “Shell subsidiaries” and “Shell companies” as used in this press release refer to entities
over which Royal Dutch Shell plc either directly or indirectly has control. Entities and unincorporated arrangements over which Shell
has joint control are generally referred to as “joint ventures” and “joint operations”, respectively. Entities over which Shell has
significant influence but neither control nor joint control are referred to as “associates”. The term “Shell interest” is used for convenience
to indicate the direct and/or indirect ownership interest held by Shell in an entity or unincorporated joint arrangement, after exclusion
of all third-party interest.
This press release contains forward-looking statements (within the meaning of the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995)
concerning the financial condition, results of operations and businesses of Royal Dutch Shell. All statements other than statements of
historical fact are, or may be deemed to be, forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements are statements of future
expectations that are based on management’s current expectations and assumptions and involve known and unknown risks and
uncertainties that could cause actual results, performance or events to differ materially from those expressed or implied in these
statements. Forward-looking statements include, among other things, statements concerning the potential exposure of Royal Dutch
Shell to market risks and statements expressing management’s expectations, beliefs, estimates, forecasts, projections and assumptions.
These forward-looking statements are identified by their use of terms and phrases such as “aim”, “ambition’, ‘‘anticipate’’, ‘‘believe’’,
‘‘could’’, ‘‘estimate’’, ‘‘expect’’, ‘‘goals’’, ‘‘intend’’, ‘‘may’’, ‘‘objectives’’, ‘‘outlook’’, ‘‘plan’’, ‘‘probably’’, ‘‘project’’, ‘‘risks’’,
“schedule”, ‘‘seek’’, ‘‘should’’, ‘‘target’’, ‘‘will’’ and similar terms and phrases. There are a number of factors that could affect the
future operations of Royal Dutch Shell and could cause those results to differ materially from those expressed in the forward-looking
statements included in this press release, including (without limitation): (a) price fluctuations in crude oil and natural gas; (b) changes
in demand for Shell’s products; (c) currency fluctuations; (d) drilling and production results; (e) reserves estimates; (f) loss of market
share and industry competition; (g) environmental and physical risks; (h) risks associated with the identification of suitable potential
acquisition properties and targets, and successful negotiation and completion of such transactions; (i) the risk of doing business in
developing countries and countries subject to international sanctions; (j) legislative, fiscal and regulatory developments including
regulatory measures addressing climate change; (k) economic and financial market conditions in various countries and regions; (l)
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political risks, including the risks of expropriation and renegotiation of the terms of contracts with governmental entities, delays or
advancements in the approval of projects and delays in the reimbursement for shared costs; and (m) changes in trading conditions.
No assurance is provided that future dividend payments will match or exceed previous dividend payments. All forward-looking
statements contained in this press release are expressly qualified in their entirety by the cautionary statements contained or referred
to in this section. Readers should not place undue reliance on forward-looking statements. Additional risk factors that may affect future
results are contained in Royal Dutch Shell’s 20-F for the year ended December 31, 2017 (available at www.shell.com/investor and
www.sec.gov). These risk factors also expressly qualify all forward looking statements contained in this press release and should be
considered by the reader. Each forward-looking statement speaks only as of the date of this press release, 11 April 2018. Neither
Royal Dutch Shell plc nor any of its subsidiaries undertake any obligation to publicly update or revise any forward-looking statement
as a result of new information, future events or other information. In light of these risks, results could differ materially from those stated,
implied or inferred from the forward-looking statements contained in this press release.
We may have used certain terms, such as resources, in this press release that United States Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) strictly prohibits us from including in our filings with the SEC. U.S. Investors are urged to consider closely the disclosure in our
Form 20-F, File No 1-32575, available on the SEC website www.sec.gov.
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